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This is a useful book which should be in all 
biochemical libraries. Although it is the pro- 
ceedings of a Symposium (held at the Lake of the 
Ozarks, Missouri, in October, 1981), the com- 
prehensiveness of its coverage and the care with 
which the style of the contributions has been stan- 
dardized makes it much more valuable than such 
offerings usually are. It consists basically of state- 
of-the-art reports in ten different areas of 
metabolism in which S-adenosylmethionine is in- 
volved: protein methylation, phospholipid 
methylation, DNA methylation, rRNA and 
mRNA methylation, tRNA methylation, methyla- 
tion of small molecules, mechanisms of methyl 
transfer, polyamine metabolism, relations with 
Sadenosylhomocysteine and 5-methylthioade- 
nosine. 
The articles are all short, mainly of a review 
nature, although experimental results are also 
often presented. The standardization of presenta- 
tion is a valuable feature of the book, so that it has 
for instance, a complete list of all abbreviations 
used at the beginning, and a fairly good subject in- 
dex. Its usefulness as a ‘way-in’ to the field of S- 
adenosylmethionine biochemistry is greatly en- 
hanced by the fact that all the references carry full 
titles of the cited papers. The printing is by photo- 
offset of camera-ready text. Most authors seem to 
have had access to reasonable quality electric 
typewriters (only a few contributions come as 
justified text from a word processor), and the 
overall impression created by the appearance of 
the book is very good. One disadvantage of 
camera-ready copy is that it does not allow correc- 
tions of the grammar or spelling of the con- 
tributors, which is irritating in a few places, 
especially with authors whose native language is 
not English, but it does have the advantage of 
speed. The book appeared in 1982 and the 
references are up-to-date to 1981. There are a 
number of careless errors in the headings to the 
sections and to the individual papers (which have 
been set in standard type to ensure greater unifor- 
mity of each contribution) e.g. pp. 11, 653, which 
should have been picked up in the proofs. 
The organizers and publishers are to be con- 
gratulated on producing a useful volume. 
P.J. Large 
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Yet another book on membranes! What does this 
one have to offer? It is aimed as an introduction to 
membrane structure and function, stressing the 
206 
dynamic aspects of membranes. It would certainly 
make a good first-year university text although I 
doubt the author’s claim that people who have 
